
BPK Guidelines for Land Acknowledgements for Graduate Presentations 

The BPK Graduate Program Committee encourages a land acknowledgement at the beginning of presentations for MSc proposals, 

PhD comprehensive exams, PhD exit seminars, and thesis defenses. The student who is presenting may choose to provide a land 

acknowledgment themselves, or they may choose for the faculty Chair of the event to provide a land acknowledgment. The student 

and Chair should discuss ahead of time if a land acknowledgement will be provided and by whom.  

Background 

Reconciliation efforts aim to restore the relationships that were compromised by settler colonialism. There are multiple kinds of 

engagement, reflection and action that contribute to reconciliation efforts, including work between Indigenous people and their 

communities, Indigenous people and settlers, and settlers with other settlers. Land acknowledgments are only one aspect of the 

work that can be done by settlers.  

Purpose  

Land acknowledgements are a part of practicing decolonization, as a step towards allyship and accountability. Recognition, respect, 

and promoting a welcoming environment for Indigenous people is especially important as Indigenous people have historically not 

been made to feel welcome in academic spaces. Further, land acknowledgements can serve to disrupt and discomfort settler 
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